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Realizing a Nature-Positive Future in North America:
No More Business as Usual

In 2022, the world came together to halt and begin reversing our biodiversity crisis within
eight years, and to build a world where people and nature live in harmony by 2050. This is
an astonishingly short timeline to achieve major global outcomes. As we count down the
months towards achieving our 2030 targets, how do we simultaneously ramp up our best
tactics and tools, and think systemically about the forces blocking our success? How can we
harness the power of our economy to be a positive force for nature, including people?

We will discuss the importance of co-creating new frameworks with Indigenous peoples,
frontline communities, and others with diverse experiences and approaches to conservation.

By inviting more viewpoints, we can craft better and more sustainable outcomes.

In addition to ceding space for historically unrecognized groups, we will examine the
relationship between our economy and environmental degradation. For example, can our
current economic system, by pricing and trading nature in the marketplace, restore and
sustain our living systems? Or do we need to fundamentally reevaluate how our economy

can help us achieve our vision for living in harmony with nature?

The 6th Salazar Center International Symposium on Conservation Impact will explore how we
can improve and rapidly increase our successes by addressing the economic drivers that are
holding us back. Specifically,
1. Are we on track to meet the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)
2030 targets and 2050 vision? What'’s holding us back?
2. How can we rethink the linkages between our economy, ecological impact, and equity?
How might this influence work on the ground?
3. How can we as a community begin creating an economy that produces more fair and
more sustainable outcomes? What does a nature-positive economy mean for North
America? How can conservation practitioners participate in developing it and what do

policymakers and funders need to do to support it?



